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and
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Factual Election Information Only

Consult website for comprehensive plans district-wide.
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District Accolades

 52% of schools are A+ Schools of Excellence

 92% of schools are A or B rated by ADE

 Forbes Best Mid-Sized American Employer 2022 & 2023

 29 Nationally Board Certified Teachers

 Ranked 2nd in State for percent of Dollars Spent in 

Instruction

 ASBO Certificate of Excellence in Financial Reporting

 GFOA Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in 

Financial Reporting 

 Fitch (AA+) and Moody’s (Aa1) Ratings (recently upgraded)
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2005 Capital Override Election
(technology, textbooks, vehicles, furniture, 

athletic/fine arts uniforms & equipment)

$52 Million

($7.5 Million for 7 Years)

2005 10% M&O Override Election Local Support for an additional 10%

2008 Bond Election $148 million

2010 10% M&O Override Election Local Support for an additional 10%

2012 Capital Override Election

Failed

$52 Million

($7.5 Million for 7 Years)

2013 Bond Election $158.315 million

2015 15% M&O Override Election Local Support for an additional 15%

2019 15% M&O Override Election Local Support for an additional 15%

2019 Bond Election $175 million

History of Voter-Supported Revenue Sources



Bond/M&O Override Citizen’s Advisory Committee

 A committee of parents, community members, and 

District employees met to review the financial needs 

of the District and developed a recommendation to 

call for elections for the 2023 Bond as well as the 

continuation of the M&O Override.

 Governing Board approval:

 May 9, 2023

 LINK to committee work
Committee Meetings

March 2, 2023

March 30, 2023

April 27, 2023

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/84206
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2023 M&O Election

November 7, 2023

Presentation of factual information 

about the election
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What is a Maintenance & Operation (M&O)  

Override?

An override is voter authorization to exceed the amount of budget 

otherwise allowed by the State of Arizona. This additional amount is 

approved and funded by local taxpayer dollars as a means to provide 

local support of programs deemed important by the community.  

Overrides require voter approval because they are funded from 

property taxes.

M&O Overrides are different than bond elections in that bonds fund 

capital improvements (think of large construction projects) and 

overrides fund the day-to-day operations of the District.
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What is a Maintenance & Operation (M&O)  

Override?

• Overrides allow school districts to 

exceed its annual M&O budget limit 

by up to 15%, for 5 full years

• If voters fail to reauthorize, the 

M&O budget is reduced by 1/3 each 

year for the next three years

$ - 0 -

Full 

Override 

Amount 

Years 1 - 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 

100% 66%

3
3

%
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What is the History of M&O Overrides in DVUSD?

• DVUSD has historically had a 10% override          

(1991 to present)

• Legislation in 2009 allows for a continuation of the  

existing 10% override plus a new Special 5% override, 

that can be combined into a 15% election

• November 2019 was last approval of our 15% override

• November of 2023 is planned renewal of the override

1991 M&O 
Override 
Approved

1995 M&O 
Override 

Not 
Approved 1996 M&O 

Override 
Renewed

2001 M&O 
Override 
Renewed

2005 M&O 
Override 
Renewed

March 
2010 M&O 
Override 

Not 
Approved

November 
2010 M&O 
Override 
Renewed

November 
2015 M&O 
Override 
Approved 

at 15%

November 
2019 M&O 
Override 
Approved 

at 15%



8/4/2023

How Does an M&O Override Work? – DVUSD Example

• Basic Funding – # of students x base amount per student 

(approximately $5,700/ student)

• Override – Allows district to budget an additional

percentage above Basic Funding.

2023-24 State Basic Funding Formula $223,166,740

15% Override Funding    $33,475,011
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Why is a M&O Override Needed?
A committee of parents, community members, teachers, staff, and 

administrators unanimously recommended calling for a renewal of the 

M&O Override.  The Governing Board unanimously approved calling 

for the election on May 9th, 2023.

Factors that were reviewed in calling for this election:

• Comparison of Funding to Comparable Districts & State

• Essential to Stay Competitive

• Retention & Recruitment of Quality Staff

• Quality Programs for Students



Per Pupil Spending Comparison
Source: Auditor General District Spending Report

 DVUSD spends less 

money per pupil than 

peer/comparable 

districts, the State as a 

whole, and the National 

average - with the 

existing 15% M&O 

override in place.
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Quality Programs for Students

 Retaining & Attracting Quality Staff

 Maintaining Class Size

 Gifted Education

 Language Immersion

 Special Areas: Arts, Band, Music, PE

 Full-Day Kindergarten (at no additional cost to parents)

 Extracurricular Activities
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How will the override be used?
M&O Override Category FY20 AmountsFY24

Existing M&O Salaries                                 
(8% of existing salaries) 17,405,000$        

Class Size at Grades K-6                        (-3 

FTE/Class Load) 4,020,000$          

Class Size at Grades 7-12                     (-3 

FTE/Class Load) 4,350,000$          

Specialized Programs for Students 

Including Co-Curricular, Extra-

Curricular and Full-Day Kindergarten

5,925,011$          

Extracurricular Activities 500,000$              

Counselors and Support Services Staff 500,000$              

District Department Budgets (10%) 525,000$              

School Budgets (10%) 250,000$              

33,475,011$        



8/4/2023

What will be cut if the override does not pass?

• The Governing Board will be forced to make over $11 

million in cuts each of the three years of the phase down of 

the M&O Override, for a total of over $33.4 million cuts to 

the District operating budget. 
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What will the M&O Override cost?

Average Assessed Valuation Residential Property:    $259,650

Projected Tax Rate for 15% M&O Override: $0.9832

Projected Annual Tax Amount: $255.29

or, $21.27 per month

This is not an increase - since this is a continuation this 

amount is already being paid
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2023 Bond

$325,000,000

Factual Election Information Only

Consult website for comprehensive plans district-wide.

www.dvusd.org
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Why is an Election Needed?

All schools need improvements to make them safe

State of Arizona has not funded cost to maintain buildings 

(Building Renewal under funded)

State imposed capital funding reductions have resulted in a 

backlog of unfunded capital needs such as technology, 

textbooks, school buses, etc. 

Student growth requires facilities to house these students



State-Imposed Reductions

Over $115 million 

in cumulative 

State-imposed cuts 

from 2008 through 

2021

 $-
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DVUSD State-Imposed Reductions to Capital Funding

Annual Reduction Cumulative Total
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2023 Bond

$325,000,000

Bonds:  Source of capital funding that allows 

• purchase or lease of school sites

• build or renovate school buildings to improve school grounds 

including physical improvements and additions beyond the 

minimum standards by the State of Arizona

• purchase pupil transportation vehicles

• changes to statutes now allow for furniture, fixtures and 

equipment to also be funded from bonds
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2023 Bond Election Focus

➔ Safety & Security

➔ Conservation & Energy Efficiency Projects

➔ Instruction-Related Enhancements

➔ Technology

➔ Building Renewal

➔ Buses & Campus Support Vehicles

➔ Student Growth
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Over 95% Focused 

on School-Based 

Improvements

Non-Administrative Purposes

Safety Measures (including improved security and camera systems) 34,875,000$        

Energy and Water Conservation Measures 60,179,000$        

Instructional-related Needs (including learning-based technologies) 64,490,000$        

Renovate, improve and maintain existing schools 20,350,000$        

Purchase pupil transportation (buses) and campus  vehicles 10,000,000$        

New Construction for student growth (including new high school) 129,856,000$     

Subtotal of Non-Administrative Purposes 319,750,000$     

Administrative Purposes

Energy and Water Conservation Measures 250,000$              

Renovate, improve and maintain existing sites 2,250,000$          

Administrative technology to support schools 750,000$              

Purchase/Replace Campus Support Vehicles 2,000,000$          

Subtotal of Administrative Purposes 5,250,000$         

TOTAL 325,000,000$     
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What will passage of the 2023 

Bond do for your school?

List of Projects by School

https://www.dvusd.org/Page/84601
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Tax Rates
Due to the structure of the debt schedule for this bond 

authorization, the tax rate is projected to decrease as a result 

of issuing these bonds, with a projected level levy amount.

Estimated Average Monthly Cost on the average assessed value home of $259,650  is $15.12/month
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Election Guidelines for DVUSD Employees

What Can Employees Do?

 Speak freely as private citizens after work     

hours and away from school facilities.

 Answer questions and provide factual 

information without advocacy at any time.

Election AMG |     Political Activities AMG

https://portal.dvusd.org/cms/amg/search/id/127
https://portal.dvusd.org/cms/amg/search/id/40
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Election Guidelines for DVUSD Employees

What Can’t Employees Do?

 Use school resources such as personnel, 

computers, copiers, postage, and supplies.

 Give election materials to students to carry 

home.

 Use the authority of their position to influence 

the vote.

Election AMG |     Political Activities AMG

https://portal.dvusd.org/cms/amg/search/id/127
https://portal.dvusd.org/cms/amg/search/id/40
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Dates to Remember

October 9 Last day to register to vote

October 11 Ballots ready for mailing

October 27 Last day to request early ballot

November 7 Election day

NOTE – this will be an all mail-in election, there will not be 
any polling places for this election

Questions?

Call Communications and Community Engagement Office

623-445-5010

www.dvusd.org


